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and smoke, exactly resembling those of a musket,
and of no longer duration. This wonderful
phenomenon was observed from the ship, and the
deception was so great that the people on board
thought they ha'd fire-arms; and in the boat, if we
had not been so near as that we must have heard
the report, we should have thought they had been
firing volleys.

After we had looked at them attentively some
time, without taking any notice of their flashing and
vociferation, we fired some muskets over their heads.
Upon hearing the balls rattle among the trees they
walked leisurely away, and we returned to the ship.
Upon examining the weapons they had thrown at
us, we found them to be light darts, about four feet
in length, very ill made, of a reed or bamboo cane,
and pointed with hard wood, in which there were
many barbs. These were discharged with great
force, for though we were at sixty yards distance
they went beyond us, but in what manner we could
not exactly see; possibly they might be shot with
a bow, but we saw no bows among them when we
surveyed them from the boat, and we were in general
of opinion that they were thrown with a stick, in the
manner practised by the New Hollanders.

Narrative of "Captain Cook's First Voyage," Book IIL, Chap* Vlt
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